COURT

MOURNING.

THE NIGIHTMARE OF OLD-WORLD € WRT

LIFE.
PERPLEXING AND UTTLIGATIONE 1M
POSED ON ALL BEUROPE DY THIE DBEATH

OF I'RINCES AND TilEiit RELATIVES,

It is diMcult to convey an idea to the people in
this country of the anxicty which provalls, not
only in England itself, Lut alzo In every quarter
of the vast dominions of Queen Vietoria, eon-
cerning ler own health, as well as that of eVery
member of her very large family. It is not so
much on the ground of loyalty that this anxicty
exists Just now, althaugh It denied

4

nnot hoe

Her Majesty in particular, enjoy probably to a
grenter degree than any other sovercign house
the regard and affection of their fellow-country-

men.  But it is the dread

lest any untoward
event should ocour (o render uscless the cxten-
sive and costly preparcations w hich have been

made to celobrat

in an appropriate manner the
sixtieth anniversary of the Queen's accession to
the throne. Al these preparations will have been
useless, all the money alre
beyond redemption, and all hopes and projects
disappointed in the event of any death taking
place within the next four weeks that would en-
tail court mourning.

THE DREAD

OF ROYAL DEATHS
Court mourning may be deseribvd as the night-
mare of Furopean court 1ife, as well as of that
portion of the official world and of socicty which
is more or Intimately connected with the
court. No entertainment can ever be orguntzed,
no festivity planned, without the

everlasting

dread of same royal death taking place to render
Neces ¥ a pestpondment or an abandonment of
the entire affair. Annoying for the men, it is
sLill 1 80 for the women, since they never
Enow until the last minute whether they can
wear colors or whether they are condemned to
BRImM-nts of Il hue. For even when the rela-
tionship of the dead priuce or princess of the
blood is 50 remote as to render unne ary the

postponement of social and oflic
entertiai

I functions and

ments, court mour

is,

necessnr
ten

¥ for a perlodd ran

days to three

all the way fru
montl during which time
EVOry woman with pretensions to sod jal stunding
ks expected to array
gate her diamond
ber emeralds a

herself in black and to rele-

her rubles, her sapphires and
I her turquoises to her casket,

and to wear not g in the shape of jewelry bat
pearls, which are the symbol of tears, while the
men are expected to add a mourning band to
thielr hat, to restrict themselves to black ties for

day wenr, and, if

itled to wear a uniform,
to adurn the sleeves thereof with an armband of
Crajwe,

Royal personages and court

oflicinls are great
sticklers about such matters as these, and while
any lady who ventures during a period of court
mourning to attend a drawing-room or court
funciion in colured attire exposcs hersolf to an
ungracious reception on the part of the royal
s have cven been numer
ous men have actually been

is uf the Lord Chamber

ain's department entering the prs 1
royalty at all, in consequence of thel 1 g
dressed otherwise than iz the prescribed black
toilettea,

Just at the prescent moment all the aurts of
Europe are in m ning for the deaths of the
Duchess of Aleng in the great fire at Parls
and of her unel the old Duake d'Aumale, at
Zucco, his pla in Sicily. True, the mourning
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thing and anot

rovial rel
that, what with one

two-thiirds of the year n

is only for a fortnight,
nowadays ar

be sald to be spent In court mourning Und
the circumstances the reigning families
Eurupe are naturally reluctant to sg > ther

selves with additional burde

and it Is to this considerntio
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be ascribed their fallure,

ception, to decree court mournd
press Mother of Japan, T

given no end « thi

was bhiut one sove Flarog

Lthe n th of j 1t
during the space of @ night
dy of the Orlent, and that was Kin

of Belgium, who was prompted theroto
tives which must be described as of an ccop
mic character, rather than by p of =vin-
pathy and =gorrow. For he s inter-
ested In the fortnighily line of steam Lie-
tween Antwerp and Yokohama, which has re-
cently been opencd, and which is heavily sub-
ventluned by the Japanese Governmoent, while
he is doing his utmost to promote the trade and
commerce between his Kingdom and the Land
of the Rising Sun, where e hopes to find a
aew and profitable market for LBelgian manu-
factures.
THE MIKADO OUTSIDE THE PALE,

Put the other courts of Europe, although of-
ficlally apprised by the Japancse Envoys of the
death of thelr Dowager Empress, falled to take
any action in the matter, therchy once mor
reminding the Mikado that, in spite of his hav-
g trar med his title from the Orlental style
of “Tenne' to the Euar i dignity of “I2m-
poeror,™ amnd of having organized his GQovernment
and a portion of his Court on an altogether

Furopean basis, he s not yet regarded as forme
lug part and parcel of the concert of Old World
royalty, to which even the young King of Servia,
griat-grandson of a mere swineherd, belongs,

and Lhat be bas failed as yet W lind admission

wly spent will be lost |

nevertheless, |
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with the King of Slam, th
the negro potentates of Africa, and as little at
tention is pald by the reigning houses of Europe
and by their officials to the solemn notification

d

that “Her Majesty the Empress Dowager of
Japan has Lreathed her last after being duly

aininistie

o with the Holy Sacraments of the
Falth,™ would conceded to the
tqually cxotle announcement that the King of
Dahomey, of Loa :0 or of some other African
race had been cremated, along with his wives,

ns e

[ % i his slaves and his cattle, in strict accordance
that the reigning dynasty of Great Britain, and | with the fetich rites of that particular district

ht
taking th
e ebre

r

uniiarms

to wear them is not 2o big as to admit of their
apolling many such uniforms

Until a few yeurs ago it was the rule at the
courts of ¢ that no mourning shoald be
donned by rovalty, or should be officially de-

ereed for

deaths of full-Nedged pris

the blood.
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which doubitless mpt the courts of lurope
| neglect these oflicial courtesies to the Mikado in

nuships |

the shape of mourning that are wadays ac-
corded even in the cass of the hs of the
morganatie connections of royalty. The E
poror of J: 1, although he expects to

as his bLrother sov=
to maintain an es-
wives,

treated on the same footln
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some death or other taking place on an average
3 ith of the year in the fambly of His
s + Morcover, how is it possibite
Lo expect such courts as those of Viennag, of St
Petersbiurg and of St James to trowt on a foot-
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TILE ONEROUS RULES IN RUSSIA.

At the present time there i8 no court in Burope

where the rules for mour Are 20 oncrous
as In that of Iius When elther an Emperor
or Empress dics there, all Muscovite officials
and Jdignitari above & ¢ in rank are o«

pelled not only to array themselves and thelr
families in haliliments of woe, but also to Jdress
thelr servants in deep mourning, to have their

carriages uphwlstered in black, and to have the

coats-of-arms, erests and monograms removed
from the panels of thelr equipages, while one of
the salons of their residencs must be draped
completely In black c¢loth, with the furniture

uphulstered in black. Moreover, all the gold and
silver embrolderies on the uniform of the officers
and officlala has to be carefully covered with

| nitaris o

is

longs L

the I
of levee
s LT
low and
the Lody
omitted in

cone

a by

th

It

the ca i
| dolph of Austria, although the crushing in of | taken its place

the tap of his gkull and of the

head by

those

who

took

part

Jus

'Y,

left side of

(131

was

B wrdin 3
the pay attached (o the offices of those entitled

UTHE PATRONAGE OF THE PPRINCESS OFF WALES,

n at

TO THE CROWN PRINUCESS OF
N " artist)

h instances as these, no mat

n they might be. Queen
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particular. For she took the un O
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an rank, whaose death constituted nothing
frreparable
loss. They were not supposed to assume mourn-
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on the part of the physhdans
Al o trie th canceal from the public the
1 ‘ injuri*s which % had sustoined.
rs ¢ of the reigning families to umit
| this specics of post-martem roce ion is becausae
il'- alsence invariably gives rize to the most
l--nlrnnr-l.r.m ¥ rumors and reports, the late King
John of Saxony and Czar Alexand

er [ of Russia
their of=
owinge to thel»
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ENGLISH NURSES IN GREECE.

| THE AMERICAN W. € T. U. HELPED MAIN-
‘ TAIN THEM-THEIR TRYING EX-
|

FERIENCE
latter part of the campalgn n
“llent service was done n the field
| heepitals by a few English nurses, who left home
| to care for in the Greel
}“fmv. The Princess of Wales was much (nter-
1

the
exe

During

| Greere
the wounded soldiers

ested In the project, and lent her o
ald it, and 1. Henry Somerset took an active
part in the arrangements for the nurses’ ds part-
ure,

Influence

This country also had ita part In the affalr, for

the National W. . T. U'. sent, through Miss
Frances Willard, $1,56), representing the ex-
penses of sending one nurse. The who
were all enthusiastic for the Greek e, and
experienced in hospital work, salled from London
and arrived a few weeks ago at Athens They
were heartily welcomed there, a people
who had ass ed to greet them ch d m

warm!y as th landed. The work which was
assigned to them was taxing ir strength,
and frequently of the most trying an >
able nature, but they had o«
edge that war meant hardst
acquitted themselves nob
for the wounded is not
will doubitless stay as long
be of use,
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ind tl

KILLING GERMS IN BOOKS.

DR. BILLINGS DMSUOVERY 0 AN EP-
FECTI DISINFECTANT
Charles Lamb, In one
char I8 wg ! Ares
=4 n are
dog-ciared; py of Flelding
sun pl 5 better when =
of having read and by
some lonels nEiresa in her j T 1 ail
the immaculs teness and cleapliness of a
| new edition
The sentiment is a pretty one, and other v
ers, notably the present Poet Laureate

confes=ed to sharing It with Ella But i

b a good deal hanler nowadayvs to feel

It was in the days of Lamb.  Sclence has ¢
tremendous strides since then, with
stride has crushed some sentim Oor

| dear to cur ancestors.  Science takes 1
thumtbted wvolum forgets all the i
|u:|-1 finds instead germs. And nmu

| confess that sentiment coms

it varries typhoid or diphth
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the volumes they bor
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diphtheria or

caded germs of
thelt houses,

will be glad to know that
destroy n bug, re-
riin of S0 many bindings
| in this country The traditional wWorm is
now o rarity America, but the Croton bug has
,and the collector of Le Gascons

| ur Grotlers has in Dr. Billin
ventive of the

2's discovery a pre=
ravages that the insest's parsion

crape. This is a terrible expense, aince the | tragedy at Meyerling made necessary the use of | for moroeco and calfskin causes,



